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Republic and his Prime Minister will modify the German attitude and
safeguard the federal unity of the country. It is to be feared that the
two statesmen only came from Prague to ratify the Fiihrer's decisions.

COULONDRE.

No. 66

M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, March 14, 1939.

IN a previous letter I have set forth the origin and growth of the
crisis which must lead to the division and perhaps to the partition
of Czechoslovakia. I will therefore confine myself now to summing
up the political situation as it appears in Berlin at the present moment.

The most important point is the proclamation in Bratislava this
morning of the independence of Slovakia, which has now severed its
ties with Prague and thus broken up the framework of the Czecho-
slovak Federal State. One may wonder whether the internal
Czechoslovak crisis has not, by the rapidity of its growth, surprised
even the leaders of the Reich, but one can hardly doubt that at the
last moment the proclamation of Slovak independence was the out-
come of pressure, if not of a direct order, from Berlin. It was, as a
matter of fact, during the course of the visit paid yesterday by
Mgr. Tiso to the capital of the Reich that the decision was taken to
convoke this morning the Slovak Diet whose meeting, originally
fixed for to-day, had been postponed till the 28th.

From indications which I have been able to gather concerning
the interviews Mgr. Tiso had in Berlin, it would seem that the Reich
leaders and the Fuhrer himself had shown clearly their determination
that a completely free Slovakia should be created. It is only upon
this condition that the friendship and protection of the Nazi leaders,
indispensable to the new State, will be granted. Slovakia, therefore,
must be regarded as a vassal of the Reich.

Events in Slovakia have had an immediate repercussion in Sub-
Carpathian Russia; Mgr. Volosin has also proclaimed the independence
of his country, whose position now appears most intricate. Indeed,
as the result of clashes with the Czech forces, Hungarian troops have
already entered Ruthenian territory, while the Government of
Budapest has addressed an ultimatum to Prague demanding the
immediate withdrawal of Czech troops from Sub-Carpathian Russia.
Mgr. Volosin, on his part, has asked by telegram for help and protec-
tion from the Reich and from Italy. It is unlikely that these two
countries will accede to this request.

Now after the Slovak proclamation of independence which has
cut the Federal Republic into three sections, Sub-Carpathian Russia,
hitherto supported by subsidies from Prague, can no longer survive.
Its existence appears very ephemeral. In all probability it will be